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FOX ON THE PROWL 
Freshman baseball player 
impresses coach and teammates
Community gathers one last time  
this semester to star gaze
NEWS | 3
GRADUATING SENIORS 
Get a $25 graduation gift!
Visit cofcu.org/grad to learn how.




Students split on 
HPD motives 
CASSIDY HARVEY / THE BREEZE
According to the HPD, a large part of their job is influenced by Harrisonburg public opinion.
Lynda Bostrom painted the walls outside of a Steven Alan building — a major fashion icon. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF KATIE SCHMID
By ALEXIS MILLER
The Breeze
The Steven Alan storefront in Washington, D.C. gives off the vibe 
of modernity to passersby. Windows take up most of the storefront 
space, edged with thin black framing, creating a pristine set of display 
windows. A mural of swirling pinks, peaches and grays that catches 
the eye and draws the viewer in to determine whether they’re actually 
looking at a collection of clouds above their heads or something else 
entirely, now wraps itself around the shop. 
The calming mural extends itself around the windows up onto 
the ceiling above the walkway, immersing shoppers in a springtime 
delight while also creating a stark contrast from the dark contemporary 
structure currently in place.
see MURAL, page 8
By BLAKE PACE
The Breeze
JMU alumni and basketball legends alike 
are teaming up this summer with their sights 
set on a $2 million prize. The Basketball 
Tournament (TBT) is an annual five-on-five, 
single elimination basketball competition that 
spans nationwide. The tournament is divided 
into four regions: Northeast, South, Midwest 
and West. It’ll span from the play-in games on 
June 17-18, until the championship matchup 
on Aug. 3, which will be televised on ESPN.
JMU’s team, The Founding Fathers, will be 
making its second attempt at admittance into 
the tournament. Managing the squad is JMU 
graduate Joe Kuykendall (’16), and coaching it 
will be alumnus Kevin Albright (’14).
“JMU gave me everything — whether that 
was through academics or working with the 
basketball team — so I feel like it would be so 
awesome to go back, shine a light and create 
exposure for JMU,” Kuykendall said. 
Kuykendall, a former men’s basketball 
manager at JMU, and Albright, who worked 
at the university as a basketball manager, a 
graduate assistant and a video coordinator, 
have already begun to compose 
a roster of graduating seniors 
and JMU legends. Their current 
team includes the likes of 
Denzel Bowles, Ron Curry, A.J. 
Davis, Trevon Flores, James 
Millen, Devontae Morgan and 
Kyle Swanston. Ron Curry (’16), 
a member of the professional 
Slovenian basketball team 
Krka Novo Mesto, can’t wait 
to represent JMU nation again.
“It means a lot since we really 
can’t play for JMU anymore,” 
Curry said. “It’s really nice to represent 
the school in another way.” 
While the team may be built 
and the players are ready to win, 
The Founding Fathers need 
JMU’s fan base now as much as 
they ever did during their time 
as Dukes.
“Last year we had a team, 
we just didn’t get enough votes,” 
Kuykendall said.
see HOOPS, page 9
Money shot
Ron Curry and Devontae Morgan look to 
help JMU alumni basketball team take 
home cash prize
BREEZE FILE PHOTO
College is miserable. Maybe 
not all the time, but between 
throwing televisions out of 
windows, hooking up with Richard 
from that gen ed class in the back of a 
food truck and attempting to memorize 
facts about thermodynamics at three in the 
morning, we’re going to feel some real inner 
pain. The collegiate experience physically and 
spiritually rips you apart and reconfigures you 
either into a Plato-quoting barista, a Monster 
energy-addicted office drone, a bum or that 
which is rarest, a productive member of society. 
Graduation’s imminent and many of us are likely to 
pursue 9-to-5 jobs that are going to feel like bureaucratic 
prostitution. After a few years of working our “dream jobs” 
for Inter-Global Media Nexus Counter Point Corporation, 
we’ll look back at college and say “Man I wish I could do that 
again. That was the best time of my life.”
No.
We’re setting ourselves up for grave disappointment by pointing 
to these four years as the best times we’ll ever have. That’s not to say 
we have to look back at these four years with complete apprehension, 
though we need to understand that college is only a small pocket of 
our existence. An important pocket, one that can determine how we 
carry ourselves into retirement, but a pocket nonetheless. And if college 
wasn’t the best time for you or you absolutely hated it, try to do a spiritual 
inventory and figure out what skills, knowledge and revelations you’ve 
gained from the experience in order to figure out your future, potentially 
more pleasant endeavors. And if you hated college, are graduating with 
a poor GPA and have gained absolutely no experience, knowledge or 
skills, you can be like George W. Bush and end up President of the 
United States. A true inspiration to mediocrity if ever there was one.
For me, college was kind of weird because I had difficulty sticking with 
any one organization or club. I did Marching Royal Dukes my freshman 
year but I had to give that up because the military-like homogeneity 
was eating away at my soul. I did Speech Team for both freshman and 
sophomore years, but getting judged every weekend on how I delivered 
a speech and devoting a pound of flesh to that competitive lifestyle was 
harmful for my self-esteem. Junior year, I did nothing but eat pizza rolls. 
And senior year I did this column and realized that personal health 
was a thing.
I was unstructured as hell during college and that lack of structure 
often led me to the kinds of self-loathing where I felt like everyone around 
me was trying to hunt and skin me because I was a literal blobfish. But 
it was through those times of anxiousness and lowliness that I learned 
about prioritizing work, school and being aware of my feelings so that 
they don’t overwhelm me. I had to practice self-care, make time for the 
gym and cut out sugars as much as possible, since yes, they’re addictive 
and damaging substance. Most importantly, I realized how much work 
I had to put into properly communicating and sustaining relationships, 
both intimate and platonic ones. And those types of relationships - the 
ones that get etched in your nervous system, they’re the ones that keep 
you from going too deep into the misery hole where all you hear are 
the different ways in which you suck. The close connections we make 
are incredibly precious and we have to work every cell in our bodies to 
make sure we sustain them.
College was uncomfortably fulfilling for me, as I assume it was for 
many people. These were important times for me, but I’m not sure that 
they’ll be the best times. Yet, I don’t mean to take anything away from 
people who’ve currently reached their personal peak. We all just need 
to realize that college was the best times of our lives so far. We need to 
build off of what we’ve learned, gained and suffered from these years 
and use those elements to build ourselves up for the future. We can’t 
have the attitude that it’s all downhill from here, because if we do, it’s 
likely that it will be.
“Don’t worry. Don’t be afraid ever. Because this is just a ride.”   
- American comedian Bill Hicks.




To serve and protect. This is the job of law enforcement in the 
United States. Police officers are commonly seen as figures of strength 
and trustworthiness. Some JMU students agree with this notion, 
while others hold differing views regarding the role of police in the 
Harrisonburg community.
According to the Harrisonburg Police Department’s vision 
statement, “We take pride in what we do and measure our success by 
the satisfaction of our members and community.” However, some JMU 
students feel that the HPD hasn’t succeeded at these goals. 
While many students appreciate the role law enforcement plays in 
the community, others argue that certain officers prefer securing an 
arrest over protecting safety. 
In a medical emergency, an anonymous JMU student called 911 
to save her roommate’s life. The intoxicated student returned from 
partying on a Friday night and was unresponsive due to alcohol 
poisoning. 
    “The entire time, I’m thinking that all that’s important right 
now is her health and her safety, because that’s what’s been 
preached to us by the school and that’s what’s been preached to 
us by the police,” the student said. 
Section 18.2-251.03 in the Code of Virginia, colloquially known as 
the “Safe Reporting of Overdoses Law,” states that if an individual seeks 
emergency medical attention for an overdose and evidence justifying 
prosecution was obtained as a result of seeking medical attention, 
the request or execution of a search warrant or arrest is unlawful.
see HPD, page 4
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to D.C.
Mural creator shows off her style
PAGE 2
Editor Alexa Thompson Email breezeartdirector@gmail.com
THE
Serving James Madison University Since 1922







MANAGING EDITOR - PRINT
CAROLINE JANSEN
breezepress@gmail.com




EMMA KORYNTA & MADISSON HAYNES
breezenews@gmail.com
ARTS EDITORS
NATALIE LAVERY & JOANNA MCNEILLY 
breezearts@gmail.com
SPORTS EDITORS






NICOLETTE CHUSS, CARRIE DOMENIC & MARISSA KIRCHER
breezecopy@gmail.com
PHOTO EDITORS
JAMES ALLEN & LOREN PROBISH
breezephotography@gmail.com
VIDEO EDITORS 















The Breeze, the student-run newspaper of James Madison 
University, serves student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus and local community. 
The Breeze strives to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment rights.
Published on Thursday mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University and the local 
Harrisonburg community. Single copies of The Breeze are 
distributed free of charge. Additional copies are available 
for 50 cents by contacting our business office. Comments 
and complaints should be addressed to Matt Weyrich, editor.
    CREATIVE DIRECTOR
     CAROLINE DAVIS 













@ Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church,
 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Massanutten Resort Is Now Hiring
Lifeguards  
Wanted!
Training classes offered on-site!
Current American Red Cross Lifeguarding certification required. 
Water Attendant openings also available!
Apply online at massresortjobs.com
Flexible Scheduling • Fun Workplace • Competitive Rates
MassResort.com/Aquatics | 540.289.4987
b The Dao of 
Acceptance Yoga 
Workshop 
@ SAgora Downtown 
Market,
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Public Star Viewing
@ JMU’s Astronomy Park, 
8:30 - 10:00 p.m.
Run, Sweat & Beers        
@ Brothers Craft 
Brewing, 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Exhibit Phase I Artists’ 
Reception
@ Virginia Quilt 
Museum,
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Rocktown Beer & 
Music Festival
@ The Turner Pavilion,  
3:00 - 9:00 p.m.
THROUGHOUT NORTHERN VIRGINIA
EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR SCHOOL
 TEACHERS & COLLEGE STUDENTS
Must be 18 years old and willing to work every day from
JUNE 17th-JULY 7th
For more information and online application, go to
OVER $2,700 IN 2-3 WEEKS!
www.tristatefireworks.com





14 Reference containing insets
15 Big name in luxury hotels
16 What some hogs hog, with “the”
17 Sheet for plotting in math class
19 Rich rocks
20 Added to the collection plate
21 Scrutinizes
23 Menlo Park inventor





35 Gridiron pass-defense scheme
37 Brand for Fido
40 Misspell or misspeak
41 Nibble (on)
42 TV series starter
47 Points a finger at
48 Decant
49 Soft slip-on
52 Traditional Asian sauce base
53 Seventh Greek letter
55 One-named Tejano singer
57 Eggs __: brunch dish
61 General Bradley
62 Object of adoration
64 Market research target
66 Door openers






1 Took a sharp turn
2 Online financial site
3 Like Croats and Serbs
4 Carton sealers
5 Volcanic debris
6 Reaction to a bad pun
7 Miami Sound Machine sound machines
8 Klutzy
9 Dish Network competitor
10 Jogger’s pace
11 Member of the Apocalypse quartet
12 Abu Dhabi’s fed.
13 Militant ‘60s campus org.
18 Attach, as a name tag
22 Restore to health
24 Tokyo-born Yoko
27 Hindu melody
28 From the beginning
31 Like the diving-board end of the pool
32 Rx, for short
34 Hard-to-resist impulse
35 Go like heck
36 Estimate words
37 BOLO equivalents
38 Disney’s “__ & Stitch”
39 Don Juans
43 Many a manga fan
44 “Coming Out of the Dark” singer Gloria
45 Expels by force
46 Dr. with Grammys
49 Life story
50 Running by itself, and where the first 




56 Doone of fiction
58 Otherwise
59 Puts frosting on
60 Scissors snips
62 Cold War prez
63 Org. busting dealers
65 __ reaction: instinctive feeling
MEGAN WALKER / THE BREEZE
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Scoping out stars
Planetarium’s star parties give glimpse into other galaxies
By JULIA SMITH
The Breeze
There’s a spot for just about every student looking to apply their 
curriculum to a hands-on project at JMU. Next year, students 
will work to blow away the competition in the Collegiate Wind 
Competition, hosted by the Department of Energy, against Virginia 
Tech and 10 other universities from across the country.
The competition requires students to design and build a model 
wind turbine that will undergo testing inside a wind tunnel. JMU 
students will work until May 2018 when they travel to Chicago to 
test their design. The Collegiate Wind Competition coincides with 
the largest wind-energy conference in the country, hosted by the 
American Wind Energy Association.
“We will have done the creating, organizing, building and 
designing, then we’ll get to test the turbine,” Sydney Mace, a junior 
integrated science and technology major, said. “I’m really excited 
to show what my group members and I can do.”
JMU competed in 2014 and finished fifth out of 10 participants. 
According to Jonathan Miles, an integrated science and 
technology professor, their team consisted of approximately 30 
students in many different majors, ranging from engineering to 
communication. While planning is already underway for next 
year’s competition, an interest meeting will be held on Monday to 
recruit another diverse group.
“We don’t want to limit our team to science and engineering 
students,” Miles said. “We need students who understand the 
communication aspect, the policy aspect and the marketing 
aspect.”
In the fall semester, two courses will be offered within the 
departments of ISAT and engineering to participants of the 
competition. According to Miles, students aren’t expected to have 
a vast knowledge of wind energy, but will instead be exposed to all 
aspects of the industry. By having students who come from multiple 
disciplines, the team will more accurately reflect the wind industry.
“It’s nice to have diversity because that means the project will 
be well-rounded,” Mace said. “It will solve more issues than just 
the energy aspects we’re comfortable with.”
Another aspect of the competition is to create a business plan 
to market the turbine. In the spring semester, a special section 
of the venture creation course offered by the College of Business 
will be available to participants. In this course, participants will 
work alongside business students to develop a plan on how to 
commercialize their product.
“I’m most excited for the students because it offers this unique 
opportunity to them,” Paula Daly, a COB professor and the head of 
management program, said. “It puts them in a situation where they 
already have to think about how they relate to, work and collaborate 
with someone outside of their specific area.”
Participating in the Collegiate Wind Competition will also help 
increase JMU’s visibility among other universities.
“It brings up JMU’s name as a player in a competition with 
schools like Virginia Tech,” Daly said. “It says that JMU has students 
who are creative, innovative and academic so they can perform 
with students of that caliber.”
Miles hopes that their participation in the biennial competition 
won’t stop after next year.
“We have built up some resources and have access to other 
equipment,” Miles said. “Ideally, this is something I’d like to see 
us doing every year.”
CONTACT Julia Smith at smit28jm@dukes.jmu.edu.
JMU competes in
wind energy competition
ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE
MADISSON HAYNES / THE BREEZE
The Collegiate Wind Competition isn’t exclusively for ISAT students; it also includes those other disciplinary programs. The project spans across campus and allows students to branch out into other subjects outside of their majors.
By MADISSON HAYNES
The Breeze
The cool, damp grass chilled the backs of stargazers. 
Eyes aimed at the sky traced the constellations that were 
scattered, illuminating the darkness. This view of far-out 
galaxies is ever-changing, but available every night; all that’s 
needed is grass to lie on, eyes to wander with and a clear 
night sky.
JMU’s John C. Wells Planetarium hosts stargazing parties 
the last Friday of each month from September through 
April. It welcomes the public to JMU’s Astronomy Park on 
East Campus to stare off into the night, exploring further 
than what the human eye can see — all with the help of 
a telescope.
Calah Mortensen is a graduate assistant at the 
planetarium. She’s getting her master’s degree in teaching 
English to speakers of other languages.
“We do these parties to build the relationship between us 
and the public,” Mortensen said. “We are trying to be very 
inclusive of who can do science.”
While the final star party of the year will be held on 
Friday, the planetarium holds a wide range of outreach 
programs aside from the parties, including programs with 
the Boys & Girls Club and Science Sundays for Girls.
Shanil Virani is the director of the planetarium. He 
believes that the purpose of the star parties is to influence 
the next generation of scientists and engineers.
“I think it inspires and motivates children and adults 
alike to think about who we really are, what we’ve done 
and what we have yet to do,” Virani said in an email. “When 
visitors look through our telescope at the moon, I remind 
them that while 12 men have walked on the Moon, not a 
single [woman] has yet to do that.”
The entire community is welcome to the star parties, free 
of charge. The planetarium encourages children to attend 
in order to broaden their view of what a scientist can be.
“Science is dominated by white men,” Mortensen said. 
“Children see that at a young age. Typically, if you ask a 
child to draw a scientist, they will draw an Albert Einstein-
looking man. It is our goal to inspire all children.”
Kenny Gordon is a senior physics major and has been 
working for the planetarium since 2015, when he started 
off as a camp counselor for the Space Explorers Camp. He 
interned for NASA during the summer of 2016, and plans on 
working there after receiving his doctorate. Gordon believes 
that the planetarium, star parties and space in general are 
a vital part of the development of science in today’s youth.
“I think it’s really eye-opening for a lot of people, to be 
honest,” Gordon said. “We never really tend to look up. I 
really think it allows students, and the community really, 
to be able to admire and to be curious about the nighttime 
sky, to really enjoy the beauty of the stars.”
Gordon thinks that the star parties build a curiosity and 
new love for space.
“Science is used to describe the entire world around us,” 
Gordon said. “It is used to understand where we are and 
where we come from.”
During the star parties, some of the visible constellations 
will change depending on the season. However, there are 
constellations that are always in the sky above the horizon, 
circling around the North Star.
The Big and Little Dipper are always visible, along with 
Draco the Dragon, Andromeda and Cassiopeia. These 
constellations are easily seen with the help of telescopes 
and nighttime guides at the star parties.
These parties are about community and gathering 
together to enjoy the curiosity the sky provokes.
“All of our events, star parties included, serve to remind 
visitors that we are explorers,” Virani said. “This is who we 
are and this is what we do … Our destiny is [up] there, not 
down here.”
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HPD |  Students’ experiences with arrests vary
from front
According to the student, 
police officers arrived at 
the house the next afternoon 
with a search warrant for the 
entire apartment after finding 
suspected contraband the 
night before. The roommates 
sat on the couch, watched by an 
officer, while two other officers 
searched each room. 
“You can hear them making fun of the 
things in our room,” the anonymous student 
said. “I suffer from an eating disorder really badly — I have a binge eating 
disorder. I just remember them pulling out food in my room and making 
fun of that, which is just a terrible thing to do.”
The officers found six pills in the three students’ rooms. The three 
roommates were arrested, charged with a class-five felony for possession 
of a controlled substance and taken to jail. However, the case was 
discarded.
“[The warrant was] written very strategically where a 911 call is not 
mentioned, but is alluded to,” the student said. 
Because of the safe reporting of overdoses law, the case never went 
to court and the prosecution dropped all charges against the students. 
The student believes this police encounter has taken a psychological 
toll on her. Upon returning to school, she was clinically diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress disorder and was afraid to leave her 
apartment. The student said she constantly felt like she was being 
watched, and developed a fear of authority.
“It came to a point where I almost took my life because I 
felt so degraded by the police taking advantage of a medical 
situation and then doing everything they could in their power 
to make me feel like a dirty, dirty felon,” she said. “I made a very 
confident decision to save a life and I never imagined that a 
human would take advantage of that situation to get an arrest.”
Laws like safe reporting of overdose are enforced throughout 
the country to encourage citizens to do the right thing, despite 
potential consequences. Enforcing these laws ensures the safety of 
the community.
Yet, in a separate but similar situation, another JMU student felt that 
he was punished by the HPD after attempting to do the right thing. 
Connor Bergeron, a sophomore management major, chose to stay 
in and remain sober on a Friday night, despite the parties surrounding 
his apartment. Police officers arrived at his apartment complex, and 
Bergeron offered to let a group of 10-15 students into his house while 
they waited for sober rides. 
Within minutes, police arrived at Bergeron’s apartment and told 
everyone to leave, explaining that the amount of current occupants in 
his house was considered a fire hazard. However, the maximum number 
of occupants allowed is 25, according to Copper Beech Townhomes. 
A Harrisonburg police officer issued Bergeron a noise violation and 
Bergeron argued. According to Bergeron, the officer threatened him, 
explaining that if he ever had to return to his house, he would arrest 
Bergeron, regardless of what it was for.
“Then he said that if I kept it up, he would arrest me for a drunk and 
disorderly,” Bergeron said. “So I asked the officer to please breathalyze 
me so I could show him that I hadn’t been drinking and was merely 
upset about the circumstance. He said he didn’t have to breathalyze me 
because he could smell the alcohol on my breath.”
According to Bergeron, when his court date arrived, he attempted 
to argue the case himself, but said he was immediately ridiculed and 
belittled throughout the entire process.
Bergeron filed a complaint against the officer. After 22 days, he met 
with a sheriff from the HPD.
“He found out about all the things that the cop lied about to the 
judge, but he doesn’t face felony perjury charges,” Bergeron said. “I 
was happy that the sergeant came to these conclusions. He said that 
he had an hour-long conversation with [the officer] and concluded that 
his professionalism wasn’t where it should be, but none of that matters 
because I still have a misdemeanor.” 
Contrastingly, a third JMU student, who wished to remain anonymous, 
feels that most Harrisonburg police officers carry out the law with the 
best intentions in mind. 
This student was arrested after walking home from a party, intoxicated 
and underage. Through questioning, it became clear to the police that 
the intoxicated student was a danger to himself, according to the student.
“As someone who’s been in a situation where I don’t know what 
would’ve happened if I didn’t get arrested — I might’ve gotten hit by a 
car; I might’ve not made it home that night — it’s clear to me that their 
number one priority is caring for the community’s safety,” the student 
said.
The HPD contests that they aren’t out to get JMU students, but are just 
trying to do their jobs. Nonetheless, one bad interaction can change a 
person’s view on law enforcement forever. 
“I would say that officers certainly try and treat everyone with respect 
and fairness,” Cpl. Justin Joiner of the HPD said. “But if I’m being cussed 
at and treated with disrespect and whatnot, then they’re not going to see 
quite the same level of respect or courtesy that others  will.”
Making arrests is part of every police officer’s job, but it’s not the 
intended result of every student interaction. According to Joiner, most 
student arrests are made because they were drawing attention to 
themselves or appeared to be in danger due to intoxication.
“I know some [students] argue that we’re not looking out for safety,” 
Joiner said. “Our officers aren’t going to go out and look extra hard for 
people who have been consuming alcohol if they’re not causing harm 
to themselves or others.”
The last line of the HPD’s mission statement reads, “Never forget we 
are here to serve.” While many members of the Harrisonburg community 
appreciate the sentiment, some students argue that the HPD has forgotten 
its purpose. 
“I’m not going to say unfair things don’t happen,” the second 
anonymous student said. “I do think there are instances where the police 
are unfair to students. But for the most part, I’d say that they’re just there 
for your safety.”
CONTACT Susie Hyland at hylandse@dukes.jmu.edu.
Some students believe the Harrisonburg Police Department is out to fill a quota, but there are different perspectives. HPD states that its duty is to serve and protect the community. Safety is the first concern, which stems from both sides.
CASSIDY HARVEY / THE BREEZE
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A “do-your-job” dart 
to “the-bees-knees” 
professor who canceled 
the final exam.




to the rainy weather 
during a particularly 
stressful week. 
From a struggling 
student who admits the 
clouds aren’t the only 
ones crying.
A “momma-we-
made-it” pat to 
Natalie Lavery for the 
ride to class.
From a girl trying to 
pretend the five extra 
attendance points will 
save her GPA.
An “I’ll-never-leave-
you-again” pat to my 
winter jacket.
From someone who 
realizes life is truly 
unpredictable and 
sometimes you need to 
prepare for 40-degree 
weather in April.
A “you-shouldn’t-
even-go-here” dart to 
finals for making these 
last weeks hell.
From me as well as 
most likely any other 
student on campus.
A “you-are-my-
sunshine” pat to 
sunny days on the 
Quad.
From the students 
who love when the dogs 
come out to play.
A “thanks-for-
getting-me-started” 
pat to Pete Cagno 
for introducing me 
to The Breeze and 
encouraging me to live 
up to my potential as a 
sports journalist.
From a current sports 
edior.
A “you-give-me-life” 
pat to Rocktown for 
giving me a reason to 
get through this week.
From a girl who 
needs some beer to 
numb the textbook 
papercuts. 
DAN FORD |  forward thinking
It’s often thought that because 
English is the most prominently 
spoken language around the 
world in business, politics and 
tourism, learning a foreign 
language for a native English 
speaker is meaningless. 
As a Free Church language 
student, I dispute this claim, 
instead arguing that learning 
to speak a foreign language 
ha s  b e n e f i t s  f a r  b e yo n d 
simply learning a different set 
of vocabulary and grammar 
structures. Learning a foreign 
language allows one to gain a better understanding of 
their own native language, particularly when their native 
language and the one that they’re  learning are linguistically 
related. 
While learning French, I’ve had the pleasure of improving 
my knowledge of the grammar structures of English — 
grammatical rules I’d long since forgotten have now 
returned, and my understanding of the English language 
is unquestionably better than it’s ever been. Full credit 
for this goes to my study of the French language. I now 
understand better than ever the differences between a direct 
and indirect object, when one should use an adverb rather 
than an adjective and how verb conjugations work, just to 
name a few. 
Learning a foreign language also helps improve one’s 
understanding of the cultures that speak that language. 
In my French courses, we’ve extensively spoken about the 
people who speak the language — the French, the Quebecois 
and African French speakers. 
I now have greater knowledge of how these cultures are 
composed, what they enjoy for pastimes and how they 
differ politically and socially from the American culture 
that I’m used to. When learning a language, one dives into 
the culture when listening to audio programs from native 
speakers or when reading the news of those that speak that 
language. These inherently allow for a greater understanding 
of that foreign culture and an analysis of the differences and 
similarities between that culture and one’s own. 
Furthermore, not everyone speaks English, so by learning 
the other’s language, one can enter the small towns and 
villages filled with people who know little to no English 
and communicate with them directly, thus gaining an 
understanding of their lives and an appreciation for those 
non-English speakers.
Also, having the ability to communicate with the native 
speaker in their own language, rather than forcing them 
to speak English, provides them with a certain and rare 
appreciation, knowing that a native English speaker has 
taken the time to learn their language and engage in 
conversation with them. This often allows for an even greater 
understanding of how these people live, since they’re able 
to communicate without the barriers put in place when 
explaining a situation to another via a foreign language. 
So, as long as one understands them well enough when 
they speak, the benefits of having them explain their 
situation in their own language are very legitimate.
Given all of this, learning a language shouldn’t be 
shunned and tossed aside for the benefit of subjects viewed 
as more necessary to human progress. Rather, languages 
should be cherished, as knowing foreign languages allows 
for a fuller understanding of people — and that’s priceless.
Dan Ford is a junior international affairs and 
international business double major. Contact Dan at 
forddm@dukes.jmu.edu.
Culturally appropriate foreign affairs
Taking advantage of foreign language courses can help you become familiar with a new culture
PETER CAGNO |  farewell column
Wow. I can’t believe 
I’m sitting here in the 
Student Success Center 
and just typed out the 
words “Breeze Farewell 
Column” atop this page. 
In fact, the building I’m 
sitting in wasn’t even built 
when my Breeze career 
began. 
To this day, I can still 
remember sitting in my 
Music in General Culture 
class in Anthony-Seeger 
Hall and messaging then-
sports editor Wayne Epps, saying I wanted to write for 
the sports section. Later that week, I met Wayne in the 
Breeze office, which was in the basement of Anthony-
Seeger. I know you current 
Breezers can hardly imagine 
not being in the wonderful 
space you’re in now. I’m sure 
lucky that in my first semester 
on The Breeze staff as sports 
editor in 2015 I got to enjoy the 
new office space.
I can still remember my 
first assignment like it was 
yesterday — sitting in the gym 
of Godwin Hall, watching the 
JMU volleyball team host the JMU Classic without a 
clue as to how to even write about volleyball.
I’d first like to thank Dr. Jim Zimmerman, my Critical 
Reading and Writing teacher first semester of my 
freshman year at this wonderful school. I didn’t even 
know JMU had a newspaper until Dr. Zimmerman 
made us read each issue before we came to class on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. Dr. Zimmerman quickly 
discovered my knack for writing and encouraged me 
to start writing for The Breeze. The rest is history.
During my time as first a sports reporter, then a 
sports editor to now a senior staff writer, I’ve had the 
incredible opportunity to interview amazing people 
throughout the JMU community and be able to tell their 
stories to the best of my ability. A few of my favorite 
memories are sitting in the Carrier Library Starbucks 
with David Taylor and learning about how he got his 
start in broadcasting, or sitting with Pete Johnson 
and hearing about his unfaltering dedication to this 
university and the football team. Of course, how could 
I forget what a remarkable experience it was to cover the 
2015-16 JMU football team? I’m still convinced the view 
from the press box at Bridgeforth Stadium is the best in 
Harrisonburg. It’s certainly better than the views from 
the press boxes at any of the other schools I traveled to 
when covering the team. Probably the most amazing 
experience I had with The Breeze was the chance to 
cover ESPN’s College Gameday on Homecoming last 
year. Obviously, we remember the result of the game, 
but that doesn’t change how amazing a day it still was.
As a writer, I can say I’ve successfully covered nearly 
every sport at JMU and have written at least one piece 
for every section in the paper. In my time, I’d like to say 
that I’ve made my mark on The Breeze, as I can certainly 
say that The Breeze has made its mark on me. I’d like 
to extend many thanks to several people right now: 
to Wayne Epps for giving me a chance as a writer and 
eventually hiring me as a sports editor. 
To Richie Bozek for being an awesome 
co-editor and showing me the ropes; to 
Bennett Conlin for also being a bomb 
co-editor. To my wonderful girlfriend 
Caitlin Fuchs who’s always supported 
me; to my brothers on my lacrosse team 
— I love you guys. To Robyn Smith and 
Mike Dolzer, who were great editors 
dedicated to producing great journalism; 
and to Brad Jenkins for always supporting 
us Breezers and giving us everything we 
needed to succeed. A message for Matt Weyrich: good 
luck in your new role — I know you’ll take The Breeze 
to great places. I still remember hiring you as a writer 
and assigning you stories that I always knew you’d come 
through on. To see you rise to the ranks of sports editor 
and now editor-in-chief of this great paper fills me with 
pride knowing I was a small part of the start of your 
journalism career.
I guess now’s the part where I say, “And to everyone 
else out there reading, follow your dreams …” but I’m 
not going to say that. Instead, I’ll say this to whomever 
is still reading — a few words from my favorite author, 
Kurt Vonnegut: “New knowledge is the most valuable 
commodity on earth. The more truth we have to work 
with, the richer we become.”
Peter is a senior writing, rhetoric and technical 
communications major. Contact Pete at cagnopx@
dukes.jmu.edu.
From basement to press box
Former sports editor reflects on his time with The Breeze
“I’d like to say that I’ve 
made my mark on The 
Breeze, as I can certainly 
say that The Breeze has 
made its mark on me.”
Peter Cagno
MEGAN WALKER /THE BREEZE














PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A  B Y  T H E  S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7




Off Port Republic Rd, Next To Starbucks
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Ordering Online Available
WWW.TUTTIGUSTI.US
Free Delivery   LATE NIGHT DELIVER Y
SUN - WED TIL 2:00AM  |  THUR - SAT TIL :00AM
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
U T T I G U S T I
TUTTI GUSTI
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Hot & Cold Subs 11” Bread Made Fresh Daily.
Philly Cheese Steak Super Special 7.99
With sautéed mushrooms, onions, green peppers, 
mayo, tomato, and American cheese
Philly Cheese Steak Hoagie   7.99
With sautéed onions, plus tomato, lettuce, 
mayo, and American Cheese
Italian    7.99
Salami, ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, 
onions, mayo, and Italian dressing
Ham & Cheese    7.99
Ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, onions, 
mayo, and Italian dressing
Chicken Wing Sub  7.99 
Grilled Chicken Sub    7.99
With lettuce tomato, onions, mozzarella cheese, and mayo
Chicken Filet    7.99
Fried boneless breast of chicken with 
lettuce, tomato, onions and mayo 
Meatball Parmigiana 7.99
Meatballs with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Sausage & Peppers Sub 7.99
Italian Sausage with tomato sauce and mozzarella cheese
Chicken Parmigiana    7.99
Breaded chicken with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Eggplant Parmigiana 7.99
Breaded eggplant with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
All served with lettuce, tomato, onion & mayo
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Italian Ham, salami, provolone                 7.99
Ham & Cheese                        7.99
Chicken Wing                    7.99
Chicken BBQ 7.99
I Z T
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7
T U T I I
I I
Kid’s Menu
Chicken Tenders            6.75
Spaghetti with Tomato Sauce   6.25
Spaghetti with Meatballs or Sausage 7.25
Ravioli or Manicotti 7.25
Fountain Soft Drink  1.99
Bottle Drink 2.19
Beer & Wine available
All Desserts at 5.59
Tiramisu | Cannoli 
Chocolate Cake | Cheese Cake
Eating at Tutti Gusti is a healthy choice. All of our 
sauces are low fat and prepared fresh daily with the 
finest ingredients. We use only 100% natural cheeses and 
the freshest pasta, vegetables, and meats for our entrees, 
paninis, pizzas and more. Buon Appetito!
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7










Off Port Republic Rd, Next To Starbucks
540.434.6177
FAX: 540.434.6188
*All Prices Subject To Change Without Notice*
WWW.TUTTIGUSTI.US
  SUN - WED TIL 2:00AM   




















































































































































































































































































PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
T U T T I G U S T I
TU USTI
Cold Wraps
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
T U T T I G U S T I
TUTTI GUSTI
















of $25 or More
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. One 
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in, 
carry out or delivery. Limited time only.
FREE
Bag of Chips
with the purchase of any sub
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. One 
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in, 




Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. One 
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in, 




Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. One 
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in, 
carry out or delivery. Limited time only.
KEVIN ROMM |  freedom of thought
When it comes to war, the chaos caused 
by one decision can create a butterfly effect 
that reaches a global scale. 
In countries thousands of miles away, 
where the war may not be taking place, the 
reach of the conflict is felt by its citizens.
For people living in countries engaged 
in war, such as Iraq, Syria and parts of 
Africa — the effect isn’t felt from afar, but 
through their very eyes. 
Fearing for their lives daily, they often 
have no choic  but t  fle  their homes for 
hope of a safer alternative. 
There are over 65 million displaced 
people worldwide facing this issue — a 
dramatic number that many people may not know, showing the severity 
of the butterfly effect. 
Trapped inside their country’s border, displaced people often must 
seek help from the same government that displaced them. 
Many governments claim they’re helping by relocating them to camps 
to shelter them for safety. However, these camps are usually drastically 
overpopulated, leading to a limited supply of food, water and adequate 
sanitation. 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reports that just 
21 million of those people have been granted refugee status, meaning 
they’re protected legally in host countries around the world with safety 
or minimal means of food, water and shelter. Although refugees are 
protected under the UNHCR mandate, they’re in no way out of the 
crosshairs.
Refugees often cross their borders into a neighboring country, hoping 
its government will provide some kind of help. 70 percent of these hosting 
countries are in the Middle East and Africa, where governments are 
either already dealing with mass amounts of refugees or not allocating 
enough money to help them. 
This is why so many politicians, like Hillary Clinton, claim that open 
borders and mass immigration policies in the U.S. would help cure the 
refugee crisis. But would that really be a viable solution?
Statistically, not even close. 
The UNHCR estimates that over 1.1 million refugees around the globe 
need to be resettled, but the issue at hand is that there’s nowhere for 
them to go. In 2015, the amount of refugees that were available to be 
resettled to the 37 countries willing to take them was 107,000. 
The U.S. took in just under 70 percent of those candidates, while 
growing its ntake in 2016 by 15,000 refugees to bring last year’s total to 
85,000. If Clinton had won the presidential election and increased our 
nation’s intake by 100, or even 200 percent, she would be crowned queen 
of solving the refugee crisis, right? 
I’m not too sure the 65 million still fleeing their homes would agree. 
It’s a horrible problem our world is faced with that seems to have no 
solution. The liberal solution of open borders certainly doesn’t appear 
to be an option, but neither are President Trump’s attempts of executive 
action to completely close the borders. 
However, Trump’s stance is far more aligned with the UNHCR and 
refugees themselves, as most refugees prefer going back to their country 
and the UNHCR’s policies on resettlement show it’s the last option for 
those in most critical danger — women and children. 
But the underlying issues in those hosting countries plague those 
hopes from the start and, as conflict still wages in their home countries, 
refugees have nowhere to turn. 
A middle-ground solution needs to be found, not only by the Trump 
administration and Democrats alike, but also with countries across the 
globe that are failing refugees and displaced people every day. 
It’s a heavy burden for these nations, but with worldwide support, 
funding and help from organizations like the United Nations and 
American Red Cross, these governments can at least improve the quality 
of life for refugees. 
World leaders have the platform to make these decisions for positive 
change, which for once could bring a positive butterfly effect that can 
help refugees and displaced people see a future where they’re truly safe.
Kevin Romm is a junior media arts and design major. Contact 
Kevin at rommke@dukes.jmu.edu.
A call for action for those 
without a voice 
DREW DEMBEK |  contributing columnist 
When you were younger, did you ever dream of being an astronaut 
when you grew up? If not, I’m sure you knew someone in your second 
grade class who did — or at least dressed up as one for Halloween.
I never dreamed of becoming a spaceman, but I sure do enjoy 
looking up at the sky and questioning everything around me, and not 
only on Earth.
Recently, I’ve been wondering why I rarely hear students talk about 
JMU’s $2 million John C. Wells Planetarium. I never had much to say 
about it until I had the opportunity to take a GenEd astronomy class 
my junior year with Shanil Virani, director of the planetarium. It was 
one of my favorite classes I’ve taken at JMU for a few reasons.
It’s one thing to sit in a large lecture hall and look at PowerPoint 
slides to absorb the material, and it’s another to actually be in a 
planetarium to track the movements of objects, study constellations 
and explore the universe. It was fascinating to learn about the things 
going around us in space every day that we don’t even think about. 
There’s so much that we don’t know.
Plus, we’re slowly losing our night sky. Thanks to light pollution, 
we can hardly see everything our ancestors were able to years before 
us. Looking up to the sky at night, I’m filled with wonder and awe to 
question the unknown. It’s so easy to go about our daily routines and 
not take enough time to appreciate or preserve the view of the night sky. 
Professor Virani convinced my class that we’d find life on a planet other 
than Earth in our lifetime. There’s an ongoing process of exploration, 
and we’re always discovering new information.
I’m challenged to find popular constellations and identify stars every 
once in a while, especially with the view from my back deck at my 
townhouse in Copper Beech. Even my roommates have been inspired.
It’s incredible to see younger students with school groups on JMU’s 
campus exploring all capacities of the planetarium — it inspires them 
to fulfill their dreams of being an astronaut. If you haven’t checked out 
the planetarium yet, add it to your JMU bucket list and head over to 
Miller Hall to take a free journey through space.
Drew Dembek is a senior hospitality management major. 
Contact Drew at dembekdj@dukes.jmu.edu.
Planning time for the planetarium
We oftentimes find ourselves forgetting to appreciate the present moment. Take a breath and look up at the stars — you don’t even have to go outside.
COURTESY OF JOHN C. WELLS PLANETARIUM
As you know, there’ll be a primary 
to determine who’ll be the Democratic 
candidate for the House of Delegates’ 
26th district seat. I was thrilled that there 
was more than one candidate running 
until I attended the Town Hall meeting 
in Broadway on April 19.  
While both candidates advocate 
changes I support, they differ vastly in 
their grasp of the issues, approaches 
to policies for effective legislation and 
abilities to work with people of differing 
backgrounds. 
I was very uncomfortable with Cathy 
Copeland’s superficial approaches to 
every issue she discussed, her casual 
dismissal about areas of deep concern in 
rural areas which comprise the majority 
of the district she seeks to represent and 
her lack of consideration for the impact 
differences to rural and urban schools’ 
legislation at the state level can have. 
The scuttlebutt is that the Harrisonburg 
Democratic regulars plan to rally JMU 
students to vote for Cathy Copeland 
in the primary because she’s “one of 
you” by virtue of her being an adjunct, 
whereas Brent Finnegan has less contact 
with the students and his name won’t be 
as familiar to them. 
I feel this is deeply manipulative on 
the part of the local “politicians,” who 
view this as more of a game to win 
than an important attempt to regain a 
legislature that can represent the people 
who live here.
 It would be especially ironic if 
rallying the JMU students resulted in a 
win for Cathy, since she gets very poor 
evaluations by the students on Rate My 
Professors, based in part on the insincere 
attitude they sense from her and her 
less-than-inspiring teaching techniques.
Lisa is a Fulks Run resident. Contact 
Lisa at lisa@planbbroadway.com.
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MURAL | Harrisonburg artist Lynda Bostrom makes her mark in Washington, D.C.
from front
Lynda Bostrom graduated from the Ringling College of Art and Design in 
Sarasota, Florida, before moving to the Shenandoah Valley, where she’s lived 
for eight years. Some of her work can be found on the walls of Ruby’s Arcade 
in downtown Harrisonburg. 
“It’s a Georgia [O’Keeffe 
meets Dr. Seuss] landscape,” 
Chris Howdyshell, the Arcade 
Manager of Ruby’s Arcade, said 
in an email. “For an arcade that 
can be somewhat masculine in 
its competitive nature, I feel like 
what [Lynda] did was bring out a 
nice balance in the dining room 
with a feminine feel.”
She used elements of this 
mural to inspire sections of her 
first sketch for the Steven Alan 
team. 
From the beginning, Bostrom 
and the team’s creative vibes 
were in sync. She wanted the 
mural to feel “suspended in 
movement, weightless and 
botanical, soft and strong,” she 
said in an email. 
This was achieved with a 
design that curves around the 
storefront walls and up onto 
the ceiling. The design and 
combination of light colors emulate a springtime sentiment. 
“Lynda’s playfulness is so apparent in her designs and colors and movement,” 
Katie Schmid, who photographed both the project and Bostrom’s studio, said 
in an email. “Down to the little wisps that seem to flow underwater like sea 
anemone, or painting a blue trickle of water under the water valve that comes 
with painting on buildings ... she uses the environment she’s given to help design 
the way the mural moves.” 
Making the mural came with challenges, but Bostrom was motivated by the 
enthusiastic encouragement of passersby.
“Hearing ‘GET IT GIRL!! GO GO! IT’S BEAUTIFUL!’ when I was so tired and 
cold recharged me,” Bostrom said.
When creating her art, Bostrom gains 
inspiration from the world around her. She picks 
up pieces from listening to music, silence and 
podcasts about science and technology. 
Bostrom said she likes to feel as if she’s “being 
very present in the moment while simultaneously 
free to daydream.”
Art’s been her passion since she was a child, 
or as she likes to say, since she “was just a kitten.” 
While there’ve been some difficult moments, she 
gets through them by continuing her work. 
Bostrom is passionate about her work, not 
only because she gets to create something out of 
nothing, but also because of the impact her art has 
on others.
“When I finish a piece or a body of work, and 
share it with others, it usually leads to meaningful 
connections and conversations,” Bostrom said. 
“That kind of communication feels like breathing 
pure oxygen.”
The mural’s a fun mixture that combines 
multiple elements, including Bostrom’s medium 
of paint, the texture of the building itself and the 
passion and vision of Bostrom and the Steven Alan 
team. This piece is one to check out on a sunny or rainy day to remind viewers 
of the beauty and creativity that comes with springtime.
CONTACT Alexis Miller at mille2af@dukes.jmu.edu.
Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance holds annual sell-out event this Saturday
By MARIA KEULER
The Breeze
Three thousand people will flood the streets of downtown Harrisonburg 
as the annual Rocktown Beer & Music Festival celebrates beer, bands, local 
food and the community.
 This year’s festival will feature 36 different breweries and cideries, 
such as Pale Fire Brewing Co., Brothers Craft Brewing, James River 
Brewery, Austin Eastciders, Stable Craft Brewing and Potter’s Craft Cider. 
Collectively, they’ll have 80 different samples to taste.
“Pale Fire will always be in the brewery lineup at Rocktown along with 
the other Harrisonburg breweries,” Susan Keeler, taproom manager at 
Pale Fire Brewing, said. “It’s our hometown festival. How many other beer 
festivals can you literally leave our patio and walk across the street and 
you’re there?”
Pale Fire Brewing Co. will be debuting a new collaboration with 
Shenandoah Bicycle Company (SBC) called Yard Beer.
“It’s basically a shandy made with our Skinny Dennis Blonde Ale and 
Silver Needle White Tea,” Keeler said. 
They’ll also have a keg of our Bourbon Barrel Lucille Oatmeal Stout.
Several performances will take place throughout the day, including 
local band The Good Saloon, Erin & the Wildfire from Charlottesville and 
The Bright Light Social Hour — a national touring headliner.
 “The Bright Light Social Hour knows how to party,” Aaron Ludwig, 
owner of Jack Brown’s Beer and Burger Joint and Billy Jack’s Wing and 
Draft Shack and co-founder of the festival, said. “These guys rock live 
venues all over the country.”
With over 100 volunteers, the HPD and local vendors, the festival will 
take place rain or shine at the Turner Pavilion this Saturday at 3 p.m. 
“We want folks to come back year after year and to learn something 
new about beer and music,” Ludwig said. 
Breweries are constantly evolving, and Ludwig wants guests to taste 
the improvement in their beers. 
“There’s been great beer available downtown for a long time, but there 
are always new people discovering a new brewery or style,” Keeler said. 
New to this year’s event, Rocktown will be expanding into the grassy 
area south of the Turner Pavilion where the food vendors, ciders and a 
selection of craft beer will be located.
 “It’s been a sell-out crowd every year, so it’s nice to see how Harrisonburg 
has embraced craft beer,” Ludwig said.
Typically, tickets sell out a few days before the event. With the plethora 
of beers to sample and performance lineup, returning guests can expect 
a totally different experience.
“Rocktown has a fun, exciting environment,” Taylor Weisbrod, a senior 
biology major, said. “10 tastings really does go a long way. You’ll feel pretty 
good after the event.”
Weisbrod is attending her fourth festival this Saturday. She looks 
forward to the great weather and seeing friends, professors and returning 
alumni like in years past.
Unlike years prior, “Special Tappings” will be taking place, where people 
will be able to taste a rare beer. 
“The main reason is to try to keep the festival improving year over year,” 
Ludwig said. “Breweries are constantly evolving and the beers are getting 
harder and harder to get. So we wanted to collect a lot of these beers and 
have these rare releases at Rocktown.”
Beginning at 3:30 p.m., Green Flash Lustrous Frumento will be served, 
followed by Founders Azacca IPA. Samplings will continue every 30 
minutes until 7 p.m.
“It’s fun to be a part of a beer festival where people can try a wide 
selection in one place,” Keeler said. “I can’t say that I’ve always been part of 
Harrisonburg’s craft beer community, but once I got a taste, I was hooked.”
This year, Keeler is most excited about the ideal weather forecast to 
celebrate the event. In years past, they’ve held the festival in cold rain. 
“Its great seeing this growing industry draw so many people in, to 
essentially celebrate its existence,” Lauren Reynolds, volunteer coordinator 
of the festival, said. “People appreciating the art and craft that is beer. 
That’s what makes this festival happen.”
Visitors go to Rocktown to taste beers they love and discover beers 
they’ve never had before. 
 “Rocktown brings a lot of business to the local downtown community,” 
Ludwig said. “It’s nice to get local breweries involved like Pale Fire and 
Brothers to help pull this thing off.”
Jack Brown’s Beer & Burger Joint, Jess’ Lunch, Chanello’s Pizza and 
Hank’s Grille & Bar will be serving a variety of foods ranging from Southern 
barbecue to fried Oreos. Local breweries Pale Fire Brewing Co. and 
Brothers Craft Brewing will sponsor the event.
 “We anticipate about 150-180 [volunteers] … it’s a pretty big volunteer 
force that makes it all happen,” Reynolds said.
People can sign up to volunteer until the day of the event. They’re 
responsible for setting up and breaking down the event, scanning tickets 
and pouring beer.
“It’s so awesome to see such a large event with so many people, run by 
a group of people willing to just donate their time for the success of the 
event and the town,” Reynolds said. 
With new music and samples, Ludwig hopes the Harrisonburg 
community experiences something different and exciting each year.
 “This is no small feat, but it’s worth it to make Harrisonburg awesome,” 
Ludwig said.
CONTACT Maria Keuler at keulermc@dukes.jmu.edu.
Festival of crafts 
and drafts 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATIE SCHMID 
Bostrom is heavily inflenced by music, podcasts and what goes on around her.















Artist brings talent to D.C. and paints a mural for Steven Alan shop.
BREEZE FILE PHOTO
Over 80 samples will be available for people to taste at the yearly festival.
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2017 summer season
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A suitcase that doubles as a musical instrument — that’s what you 
can find onstage alongside one JMU student. Freshman media arts 
and design major Teddy Chipouras is a singer-songwriter who creates 
a musical blend of folk and Americana music with his vocals, acoustic 
or electric guitar and suitcase kickdrum.
As a child, Chipouras wanted to play guitar for an obvious reason: 
Every cool rockstar plays guitar. He received his first guitar, a Squier 
Stratocaster, when he was in fourth grade. He’d sit in his room pretending 
he knew how to play until he ended up teaching himself on an acoustic 
guitar.
“I try to be a little bit unique because there’s so many singer-
songwriters just playing acoustic guitar and singing,” Chipouras said. 
“or doing something different is definitely an attention-getter.”
Before Chipouras really got into music, he was scared to even sing in 
his room with his parents downstairs. But one day, Chipouras’ dad, who 
also sings, heard him testing out his voice.
“He came up to my room and he was like ‘Here, sing this song with 
me. I’ll sing it with you,’” Chipouras said. “And so we sang a song together 
and that’s sort of what made me be able to sing in my own house because 
I was kind of scared. I had no idea I had a voice at all.” 
According to Chipouras, his voice wasn’t that good in the beginning, 
but developed over time. 
Chipouras got more serious about music and writing songs in his 
sophomore year of high school. He started playing with his friend Grant 
Bogle, a sophomore finance major at JMU, who he met in Little League 
baseball.
“From [Teddy’s] music standpoint, he is very mature and humble,” 
Bogle said. “Behind the scenes he’s just fun and he’s always been just 
one of the sweetest people.”
According to Chipouras, he started out playing duos with his friend 
Bogle because he was terrified to play by himself.
“I’ve always been kind of introverted and not wanting to share a lot of 
myself to other people,” Chipouras said. “Which is what singing songs 
is, it’s kind of a vulnerable thing.”
After encouragement from their parents and taking a trip to see a 
concert, Bogle and Chipouras decided to start recording music videos.
Chipouras and Bogle’s first show was a neighbor’s wedding, where 
they mainly played covers since Chipouras only had two original songs.
“It was a lot easier having somebody else on stage because if you 
messed up or something, you could look over and laugh,” Chipouras 
said.
According to Chipouras, being by himself onstage is terrifying because 
he has to communicate with the audience by himself, even though he 
isn’t having an actual conversation with anyone.
Eventually, Chipouras warmed up to the idea of playing solo. Now, 
he feels a lot more relaxed after playing hundreds of gigs.
“It’s still scary the first song or two playing, especially for big crowds,” 
Chipouras said. “But I’ve gotten a lot better at being able to communicate 
with the audience and bringing them into what I’m doing.”
At one of his first solo shows in Purcellville, Virginia, a couple 
approached Chipouras and told him that they were excited to hear 
him play. This couple was Bill and Cheryl Bunce, two music promoters.
According to Cheryl, what caught their attention was his original 
music over his covers.
“It was one of those times in hearing a new artist we call goosebump 
moments — you know that person has talent and you don’t want to stop 
listening,” Cheryl said.
The Bunces started their music promoting company named 
Buncearoo Presents in 2010.
“It started as a bucket list-inspired party with six of our favorite bands 
playing ... in our backyard and has evolved into a curated music series 
pairing national touring artists with the best local artists in unique 
settings like breweries, distilleries and art galleries,” Cheryl said.
The couple also founded Off The Record, an annual boutique music 
festival in Atlantic City, New Jersey. After Chipouras’ successful open-
mic session at the festival last year, he’ll be performing as one of the 18 
artists this June.
“Teddy is making his own way in his music career and taking every 
opportunity that comes as a means to improve, learn and work with 
some of the best talent around,” Cheryl said.
The Bunces have given Chipouras a myriad of opportunities, such 
as opening for Paul Fowl, who was on “The Voice,” and have helped 
him produce his EP by connecting him to the owner of SuckerPunch 
Recording Company, Mark Williams.
About a year ago, Chipouras released his EP, consisting of six original 
songs. In addition to recording music, he’s also begun to play at larger 
venues such as Jammin Java, Tally Ho and IOTA Club and Cafe as well 
as The Golden Pony downtown.
“He has definitely shown me that anything is possible really,” Bogle 
said. “Seeing my best friend from growing up playing this amazing 
music and starting to grow a fanbase and stuff, you don’t really think 
of that as something that’s happening to someone that you’re really 
close to. So, it’s just been really cool to see that from behind the scenes.”
Chipouras’ new single “Happy Song” was released this past Friday 
and will be a part of the album “Folk & Love & Stories” that he plans 
to record this summer.
“Music means everything to me,” Chipouras said. “It’s been in me 
for the longest time and I’m glad that I found that I can do it myself … 
it gets me through a lot of stuff, but ultimately, like what I said before, 
it’s really cool to make other people feel something with something 
that I create.”
 




PHOTOS COURTESY OF TEDDY CHIPOURAS
JMU student Teddy Chipouras releases acoustic single ‘Happy Song’
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We are now hiring energetic, 
capable team players for the 
2017 summer season
Full and part-time positions
Must apply in person
Call for appointments
Follow us on Twitter @TheBreezeSports
HOOPS | Alumni to compete in TBT
from front
Admission into this tournament is based on a 
points system in which fans may vote, recruit and 
participate in the TBT Bracket Challenge. Voting 
will be open until 12 p.m. on June 1, when the 
top nine teams from each region will be selected 
based on popularity. Six teams will be “at-large” 
selections in each region, and one team from 
each region will play in the TBT Jamboree.
“It’s a cool thing to be a part of, so hopefully 
we can get in and represent JMU and have some 
fun with it,” Albright said. “As much as we want 
to represent JMU, we can only do so much, and 
that’s to recruit the voters. We know we have a 
huge following and support system, so hopefully 
we can continue that loyalty and support.”
While the voting is essential for admission to 
the tournament, there’s also a rewarding payoff 
for the fans of the winning team. Based on the 
number of votes and recruitments made, the first-
place fan will receive a $20,000 prize, the four 
runners-up will win $10,000, fans finishing sixth 
through 20th place will receive $4,000 and the rest 
of the fans in the top 100 will receive $1,000. 
Those who want to see The Founding Fathers 
compete can vote at www.thetournament.com
“We’re confident that we have enough people 
out there that bleed purple that will vote for 
us, so hopefully they want to see some alum 
back on the court together,” Albright said.
CONTACT Blake Pace at 
giustipb@dukes.jmu.edu.
BREEZE FILE PHOTO
Devontae Morgan will lead a team of former JMU players and alumni as they compete for the $2 million prize this summer.
Defying expectations
Fox Semones proves his worth in rookie campaign Cambry Arnold shows height is just a number
By HARRY HOLTZCLAW
The Breeze
JMU fans have Cambry Arnold’s dad, William, to thank 
for Arnold’s ability to slap-hit. When the standout freshman 
was just 12 years old, she found she wasn’t getting on base 
enough from the right side of the plate. That’s when her dad 
pitched the idea of focusing on making contact rather than 
elevating the ball and moving to the left-handed batter’s box.
Arnold, who bats second for the 14th-ranked Dukes, has 
wreaked havoc for opposing defenses ever since.
“It didn’t take too long, maybe a couple months,” the left 
fielder said. “It felt natural to the point where I couldn’t hit 
right anymore.”
Slap-hitting, which isn’t uncommon in softball, has 
become an art that Arnold has mastered. It’s what allowed 
the decorated River Valley High School star to lead the Mid-
Ohio Athletic Conference in batting average her freshman 
and junior years in high school. It’s also what drove in the 
winning run on Feb. 26 against Auburn, the No. 2 ranked 
team in the country at the time.
Her third-inning RBI single up the middle was the game’s 
lone run in the Dukes’ biggest win of the season. RBIs don’t 
come easily to the two-hole hitting freshman, who only has 
eight on the year.
The 1-0 victory snapped Auburn’s pitching staff’s streak of 
36 consecutive innings without allowing a run.
“She is the cute little girl who got on base all the time,” 
senior infielder Madyson Moran said. “She is a really good 
player. I’ve always known who she is.”
Moran, from Taylor Mill, Kentucky, played against Arnold 
in travel softball tournaments, and wasn’t wrong when she 
called Arnold little. Generously listed at 5 feet 1 inch, the 
freshman is shorter than every one of her teammates. Even 
when JMU invites local Harrisonburg softball Little League 
teams to be introduced to the players, Arnold usually still 
finds herself smaller than most of them.
But being short has its quirks.
“I love being short,” Arnold said. “It’s easier to buy clothes. 
I get to buy little kids’ shoe sizes. I wear a 5 1/2, so I can buy 
size 3 in kids.”
Being the best kid on the block at playing hide-and-go-
seek was another perk of being so petite. But even being a 
slap-hitter and having a small strike zone due to her height 
aren’t all that make Arnold a threat on the field.
“The one thing about this sport is that speed never slumps,” 
coach Mickey Dean said. “Even though she may not be able 
to place the ball wherever she wants, her speed is another 
dynamic that forces defensive mistakes.”
Her quickness was certainly present in JMU’s defeat of 
UNC-Wilmington. Arnold made an outstanding leaping grab 
in left field on a ball that seemed to be a sure home run off 
the bat. Several small strides, a collision with the wall and 
a bobbled-catch later, Arnold had given Dean and the fans 
another reason to love her.
Arnold is the only freshman to start all 45 games this year. 
She’s hitting .388, third highest for the Dukes, who lead the 
nation in batting average. Her 13 sacrifice hits are more than 
twice the total of any of her teammates.
But one feat in college still awaits.
“Of course, I have always wanted to hit a home run in 
college,” Arnold said. “I definitely have a goal of hitting at 
least one.”
Luckily for JMU, she has three and a half more years to 
achieve this goal. For now, Arnold will stick to what she does 
best: getting on base, moving runners and making left field 
her home for highlights. 




It’s the bottom of the ninth, tie game 
between JMU and CAA opponent Delaware. 
Freshman utility man Fox Semones steps 
to the plate to lead off the inning for the 
Dukes. In just the third start of his career, 
Semones aimed to get on base and start a 
rally for JMU. Instead, he does much more, 
slugging a pitch over the left field fence to 
send the Dukes to a 6-5 walk-off win.
This was the first magical moment for 
Semones in what’s been an outstanding 
first season. He currently leads the team 
in batting average (.333), is tied for fifth in 
slugging percentage (.500) and has a CAA 
Rookie of the Week award to his name.
 One aspect of Semones’ game that’s 
made him so valuable to the Dukes has 
been his ability to play wherever he’s 
needed. He’s appeared at four different 
positions for JMU, including second base, 
third, center field and pitcher. In two 
appearances on the mound this season, 
he’s thrown one and a third innings, giving 
up zero runs and to go with four strikeouts. 
Semones’s versatility has allowed JMU to be 
flexible with its lineup.
“He’s going to be a key player in the 
success and building of this program,” 
head coach Marlin Ikenberry said. “He may 
be one of those players that plays all nine 
positions.”
 Semones’ consistency at the plate this 
season has been impressive. In the 27 
games he’s played, Semones has recorded a 
hit in all but seven. JMU’s offense has gone 
quiet at times, but Semones’ steady bat has 
been something the Dukes have relied on.
“Coming out, working hard and being 
prepared,” Semones said. “I’m just taking 
the opportunity that’s been given to me and 
coming ready to play.”
 Listed at 5 feet 7 inches and 155 pounds, 
Semones doesn’t profile as a power hitter. 
He’s proven to have plenty of pop — however 
— slugging eight of his 30 hits for extra 
bases, including three home runs.
Although he’s had no trouble swinging 
for the fences, his plate discipline has been 
a key area the freshman needs to improve 
on.  In 90 at-bats, he has struck out 17 times 
and only walked twice. His lack of walks 
has led to an on-base percentage that’s 
only .025 higher than his batting average. 
Semones’ eye at the plate should progress 
with time, and with his already proven 
offensive capabilities, he’s sure to garner 
more walks.
Despite his rookie status, Semones’ 
ability and potential for growth has already 
caught the eye of veterans on the team like 
senior left fielder Ky Parrott.
“Electric, that’s the first thing that comes 
to mind,” Parrott said. “The kid’s one of 
the best athletes in the conference — if 
not the country — and this is only the 
beginning. He’s only going to get better.” 
CONTACT Connor McCarthy at 
mccartcs@dukes.jmu.edu.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS
 Arnold continues to be a driving force in the Dukes’ successful 2017 lineup, leading the team with a .388 batting average this year.
Semones’ rookie campaign has been one of the Dukes minimal bright spots through its woes.  
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PRE-FINALS FEST 2017!
Event subject to change. While supplies last. 
By KEVIN HASWELL
The Breeze
The Cavaliers pulled off the most 
emphatic comeback in NBA Finals 
history last year, overcoming a 3-1 
deficit to pull off the improbable and 
beat the 73-win Golden State Warriors 
to bring Cleveland its first NBA 
Championship in franchise history.
The Cavaliers are set to make history 
again. At 32 years old, LeBron James is 
playing as well as he ever has, and Kyrie 
Irving has improved his game even 
more. While it doesn’t look like things 
fell into place for the Cavs during the 
regular season, dropping 14 of their last 
24 games was a blessing in disguise. 
They finished the season as the No. 2 
seed in the Eastern Conference, leaving 
Cleveland with a chip on its shoulder 
heading into the playoffs. The team’s 
28-4 against the Eastern Conference 
in the playoffs since James returned to 
Cleveland in 2014.  There’s no reason 
the Cavaliers can’t walk right through 
the Eastern Conference like James has 
done the past six seasons.
In the first round of the 2017 playoffs, 
the Cavaliers swept the Indiana Pacers 
in the best-of-seven series. This 
sweep improves James’ first-round 
consecutive win streak to 21. If you still 
aren’t impressed, James holds the NBA 
record for best-of-seven sweeps in NBA 
history with seven. The Cavaliers and 
James don’t just win in the playoffs, 
they do it with style.
You’re probably thinking, what 
about those Warriors from last year, 
the team that got even better this 
offseason? While I’m very impressed 
with how the Warriors have played 
since they acquired Kevin Durant, 
I’m not sold. Sure they brought in a 
former MVP, but the depth of their 
team suffered in the process. They 
lost Harrison Barnes, Andrew Bogut, 
Marreese Speights, David West and 
Leondro Barbosa. Conversely, the 
Cavaliers are undoubtedly the deepest 
team in the NBA.
James has a knack for succeeding as 
the underdog in the playoffs. In each 
of his three championships, James has 
been doubted because of the teams 
he’s had to face. In the past, James beat 
the San Antonio Spurs in the midst of 
their dynasty, the star-filled Thunder 
and the 73-win Warriors. Nothing 
changes this year, as he’ll have to face 
the best starting-five in the NBA. James 
will be on a mission to prove all of the 
doubters wrong once again.
I know, I know — it’s easy to pick 
the Warriors to win it all. But don’t 
forget about the “King” who sits on 
the throne in the Midwest. James and 
the Cavaliers will win yet another 
championship and he once again will 
be saying “Cleveland, this is for you.” 




The Golden State Warriors have 
been the team to beat the past three 
seasons, but became even more lethal 
last offseason by acquiring Kevin 
Durant. Despite Durant currently 
being sidelined with a calf injury, 
the Warriors are just as good — if not 
better — than they were last year when 
they set the single-season wins record.
The player that needs to be 
consistent for the Warriors if they’re 
going to go the distance is “Swiss Army 
knife” Draymond Green. Green’s the 
defensive anchor of the team and has 
been a catalyst on the court since his 
days at Michigan State. We’ve already 
had the chance to see the impact of 
Green’s defense in the series against 
the Blazers. In the second half of Game 
1, the momentum shifted Golden 
State’s way when Green blocked 
Damian Lillard’s dunk attempt. The 
Warriors’ defense is a lot better when 
Green’s on the court by allowing less 
points per 100 possessions rather than 
having him sit on the bench.
At full strength, this team’s offense 
is composed of the last two NBA MVPs 
in Curry and Durant, not to mention 
Green, Klay Thompson and veteran 
Andre Iguodala.  The Warriors’ primary 
weakness is their low-post defense, 
given the offseason departure of 
Andrew Bogut. 
A pleasant surprise for the Warriors 
this season has been JaVale McGee, 
who’s continuously improved in his 
first season with Golden State. If 
McGee can continue his production 
throughout the duration of the 
playoffs, there’s no doubt in my mind 
that the Warriors will represent the 
West in the NBA Finals for the third 
straight season.
The Warriors are capable of 
defeating the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
but need to have all their pieces 
healthy and be on top of their game to 
dethrone “King” James. The Warriors 
are significantly better than the Cavs 
defensively. According to ESPN’s 
John Hollinger, Cleveland had the 
22nd least efficient defense around 
the league. The Warriors’ perimeter 
shooting would fare better against 
Cleveland than it did last season when 
the Cavaliers’ defense was stronger. 
Furthermore, the addition of 
Durant will give Golden State another 
option in clutch situations that they 
missed deeply in last year’s series. 
While LeBron James may be the best 
player on the planet, the Warriors 
are simply the better team up and 
down the roster. I expect this series 
to once again go seven games, but 
the Warriors will prevail to win their 
second championship in three years.
CONTACT Brandon Ellis at 
ellis3bm@dukes.jmu.edu.
‘King’ James defends his 
throne
‘Chef ’ Curry cooks up 
second title
PHOTOS COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
James and Curry split the season series this year. 
MEGAN WALKER / THE BREEZE
Which team wins the NBA Finals?
By JAZMINE OTEY
The Breeze
On a JMU Instagram page titled JMUBelievesYou, a white poster board 
sits in the hands of a JMU Duke with the words “I hear you, I am one of 
you,” written on the surface. The hashtag #JMUBelievesYou rests at the 
bottom. This student is just one of the many people — professors included 
— pictured on the page with a sign in hand. 
But despite the differences among the individuals, each sign has a 
statement voicing their solidarity in regards to sexual assault survivors. 
“If sexual assault continues to happen, we have to change the way we’re 
talking about it,” an anonymous senior and sexual assault survivor said. 
“It’s not just frat boys dancing with girls and then them taking them back 
to their room. It’s a human taking advantage of another human.”
Aaron PeeksMease, a sociology professor, not only decided to be that 
change, but inspired that change in others. He wanted to stand up against 
the current issues of the hookup culture and stigmatized sexual assaults 
on college campuses.
But the determined professor didn’t plan on standing alone.
Through countless emails and class announcements, he encouraged 
students to work toward change alongside him through #JMUBelievesYou.
This semester, the organization has nearly 30 student supporters.
“I want to impact students,” PeeksMease said. “I want them to see that 
they have agency, that they can change things.”
#JMUBelievesYou meets on Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. in Sheldon 
Hall 200 and features a variety of students. Each student’s unique set of 
skills, strengths and distinct personalities help the organization thrive by 
enabling it to manifest different ideas from multiple perspectives.
The activist group not only meets to discuss problems of sexual assault 
and aggression on college campuses, but also to collectively brainstorm 
ideas for projects that’ll work as a solution toward this prevalent issue.
“The whole group is very passionate about ending sexual assault,” Ardyn 
Tennyson, a freshman English and sociology double major and 
current group member, said. “We’re not just sitting around talking about 
the issue — we’re actually trying to do something with it.”
One of its many ventures is its photo-campaign project. This project 
encourages professors, organizations and club members to take 
pictures of themselves holding a sign that states who they 
identify as, followed by the words “I stand with you.” The 
organization aspires to bring awareness to the JMU 
community and let sexual assault survivors know 
they’re not alone and that there are people on this 
campus who support them.
“Seeing professors holding up signs that say ‘I 
support you’ is miraculous,” an anonymous senior 
and sexual assault survivor said. “It’s great to show 
sexual assault survivors your support because most 
of the time, they are the loneliest people.”
The active organization was also a part of the 
MACROCK music festival, where they presented 
a video of American icon Rocky Balboa and his love 
interest Adrian Pennino. Afterwards, they encouraged 
the audience to indicate how many times Balboa initiated 
sex while Pennino showed signs of disinterest.
After surprising the crowd with the answers, they concluded with giving 
out information on what it means to be a bystander.
“We’re trying to bring awareness and provide people with tools,” 
PeeksMease said.
However, their hard work doesn’t end with this school year. The 
organization has many plans in store for next year.
They plan to create a bracelet line that goes against the hookup culture. 
The bracelets will have the lettering “no hook up” on them, and are for 
students who attend parties but aren’t interested in hookups.
They’ll also be starting a program similar to SafeRides that’s instead 
called “Safe Parties.”  In this program, they’ll train students and 
equip them with knowledge that enables them to recognize 
warning signs of sexual assault as a bystander at a party. 
Another project they’ll be starting is a Twitter page 
and Google survey where students will be allowed 
to anonymously report acts of sexual aggression 
from other JMU students.
“Just think about how many microaggressions 
come up that people just kind of slip under 
the rug and build up and create this negative 
sentiment,” Tiffany Boyd, a sophomore nursing 
major and group member, said. “If people had 
a way to call it out, people would become more 
aware.” 
Ultimately, #JMUBelievesYou aspires to have its 
organization become worldwide and have different 
campuses everywhere establish their own chapters, 
such as #UVABelievesYou and #VTBelievesYou.
“There’s a lot of problems in the world,” PeeksMease 
said. “But the good thing about problems is that, that means there is 
a lot of potential for change and you can be that change if you want.”
CONTACT Jazmine Otey at oteyjl@dukes.jmu.edu.
This summer, get ahead when you head back home. Enroll at TCC and cover your lower-division 
degree requirements at a fraction of the cost. On campus or online, TCC is affordable and 
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A space to be heard
Professor aims to end fear of speaking out against sexual assault on college campuses
MEGAN WALKER / THE BREEZE
“Seeing professors 
holding up signs that 
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**Good luck on finals, JMU DUKES! 
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It’s often heavily emphasized that 
college students must follow a “perfect 
plan” once they throw their caps: get the 
degree, get into grad school and get the 
job. However, senior psychology major 
Cooper Weinberger is taking a detour 
off the beaten path to do something he’s 
always dreamt of.
Following graduation, Weinberger’s 
embarking on a year-long trip to Spain, 
where he’s going to get his certificate in 
Teaching English as a Foreign Language 
(TEFL). 
After teaching English in Nicaragua 
his sophomore year during a service trip 
and being inspired by his Capstone on 
the psychology of passion, Weinberger 
decided to take the next step. After 
many applications and several phone 
calls, Weinberger accepted a spot in the 
Teacher Training Madrid program. 
“I chose [the program] because I could 
get the Spanish lessons throughout the 
year — that was what I really wanted,” 
Weinberger said. “They also help with 
the visa process a lot, and I like how 
once I arrive, I’m immediately starting 
the TEFL class. I thought that would be 
a great way to meet people.”
While in Spain, Weinberger hopes to 
teach English to children in a fun way 
by using humor throughout his teaching. 
Along with the hope to make an impact 
on others, he hopes the trip impacts him 
too.
“I’m very excited, but I’m also 
really anxious about the experience,” 
Weinberger said. “By the end of the 
year, I want to be more comfortable 
with myself and feel more confident 
in traveling, and I also want to speak 
Spanish fluently.”
Weinberger stresses the notion of 
following dreams, taking opportunities 
and doing the things he’s passionate 
about. 
“I never have known what I wanted 
to do with my life and I still don’t, and 
that’s okay,” Weinberger said. “By the time 
other people — juniors, sophomores or 
first years — graduate, I hope they’re 
not stressed out about their perfect, 
ideal plan because that probably won’t 
happen. Be open minded to all the 
opportunities out there, and you might 
find something that you really like 
doing.”
CONTACT Abby Church at 
churchae@dukes.jmu.edu.
JORDAN COOK / THE BREEZE
Weinberger didn’t have the “perfect” plan for after graduation, but he 
believes service is the right path for him and he plans to practice it abroad.
After the tassels are 
turned
JMU student embarks on year-long service trip teaching English in Spain
COURTESTY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
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Moving across the world to an unfamiliar 
place, putting student loans on hold and leaving 
behind friends and family would sound terrifying 
to most college students. However, senior English 
major Liz Ferguson will embrace these changes 
by spending two years in Togo, a country in West 
Africa, as a Peace Corps volunteer.
“I’m just excited for lifelong relationships that 
will come out of this,” Ferguson said. “For things 
that I will learn about myself and about the world 
at large.”
During her time as a volunteer, Ferguson 
hopes to learn skills to prepare her for a career 
in humanitarian aid. 
“I think that I will learn a lot more from the 
community there than I will ever teach them,” 
Ferguson said.  
Although she considered many options for 
after graduation, including graduate school and 
moving to New York to pursue a career using her 
English degree, she decided that the Peace Corps 
was the only thing she wanted to do.
“I think that I find the most full and abundant 
life when I’m serving other people,” Ferguson 
said. “And so when I’m laying my life down to help 
a different community reach their full potential, 
that’s when I find the most peace and joy.”
CONTACT Carrie Domenic at 
domenick@dukes.jmu.edu.
From commencement to capital
By SHANNA KELLY
The Breeze
Behind every theatrical show is a team of 
talented workers offstage that make what 
happens onstage a success. No, it’s not the tech 
crew, the director or even the stage crew, but the 
theatre’s marketing team. 
Following his graduation in May, Chris 
Sanderson, a theatre and media arts and design 
double major, will be the 2017-18 Marketing and 
Multimedia apprentice for the Studio Theatre in 
Washington, D.C. Utilizing the skills he learned 
in SMAD, Sanderson will assist the marketing 
team with upcoming shows by doing a mix of 
graphic and web design. 
Although Sanderson applied to  many 
apprenticeships in Chicago and California, 
he accepted an offer from Studio Theatre, a 
program he first heard about in high school.
“Studio Theatre was an easy process to go 
through for me because it was exactly the job 
that I was looking for and I was already excited 
about the work that they do,” Sanderson said.
According to Sanderson, the theatre creates a 
whole new level of intimacy with its work. 
“I recently saw a production of ‘Hand To God’ 
there where the audience was fully immersed [in] 
the setting of the show, which is the basement of 
a community church,” Sanderson said. 
Not only is this work exciting to Sanderson, 
but he hopes that this will help him network in 
the D.C. area so that he can secure a permanent 
position at the Studio Theatre or a surrounding 
theatre. 
“I’m excited to get the chance to live and work 
in Washington, D.C. at a theatre that is willing 
to push the boundaries and try new and daring 
things,” Sanderson said.
CONTACT Shanna Kelly at 
kelly3sc@dukes.jmu.edu.
LIZ STRAUSS / THE BREEZE
Caps off to service
WILL CARMACK / THE BREEZE
Sanderson embarks on a journey using skills he 
learned in SMAD to work at the Studio Theatre. 
Ferguson is traveling to West Africa as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in hopes of learning about herself.
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You grew up with PBS, and PBS has grown with you.
Now you can access your favorite PBS programs 
anytime, anywhere, on any device!
PBS Passport
Featuring more than 1,000 episodes 
from popular programs like American 
Experience, American Masters, 
Antiques Roadshow, Nature, NOVA, 
and Masterpiece – including all six 
seasons of Downton Abbey. In addi-
tion to these signature series, the 
library is full of public television’s 
acclaimed arts, science, history, and 
lifestyle programs; including How 
We Got to Now, Earth a New Wild, 
Austin City Limits, and a rotating 
selection of films from Ken Burns.
Sign up for PBS Passport at just $5 a month!wvpt.net
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Robert Hanson began working at JMU in 1965 after receiving his degree in mathematics from Virginia Tech. After 52 years of teaching, Hanson plans to return to his home in Staunton to focus on new endeavors.
WILL CARMACK / THE BREEZE
By NATALIE LAVERY AND 
JOANNA MCNEILLY
The Breeze
When asked what year professor Robert 
Hanson embarked on his journey at JMU, he 
smirked and said, “Well all you’d have to do 
is subtract 52 from 2017.” 
This lighthearted attitude and love for 
math are two qualities this highly respected 
professor is taking to his retirement in May 
of 2017.
Hanson received his degree in mathematics 
at Virginia Tech. When he came to teach at 
JMU in 1965 — if the subtraction was done 
correctly — there were less than 5,000 students 
and no interstate dividing the technical and 
liberal arts worlds. With the 50-plus years he’s 
spent at JMU, Hanson admits his favorite class 
to teach is still calculus, even if students might 
not agree.
“When you’re teaching and a student isn’t 
getting it, then suddenly the light dawns 
and they say they understand … it’s such a 
rewarding experience for you,” Hanson said. 
Although Hanson considers one of his 
see PROFESSOR, page 8
A lifetime of learning
Professor reflects on time at JMU before retirement
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By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze
It’s hard to believe that my four years 
of college have already gone by, but it’s 
even harder for me to believe that it 
was only four years ago that “Harlem 
Shake” went viral and I was shaking 
it in a banana costume in my high 
school parking lot. It’s funny how we 
can hate songs so vehemently when 
they’re popular and endlessly played 
on the radio, yet get a little misty-eyed 
when we hear them again years later. 
So that’s what I’m here to do: Get you 
to reminisce over what were hopefully 
the best four years, by recalling the songs 
you absolutely couldn’t escape during 
your college career.
“Timber” by Pitbull ft. Ke$ha
As I recall, it was virtually impossible 
to walk into a party without hearing 
someone shout-sing “It’s going down, 
I’m yelling timber.” Luckily, this song 
pretty much died after my sophomore 
year, which is good because I know 
approximately zero people who enjoy 
Pitbull in a non-guilty pleasure way.
“Fancy” by Iggy Azalea
During my sophomore year, I lived in 
an apartment above a group of senior 
guys who would play “Fancy” at any — 
and I mean any — hour of the day or 
night. The number of times I woke up at 3 
a.m. on a Wednesday to my bed shaking 
to the familiar bass of Iggy’s hit song is 
unreal. Way to live it up during your last 
year, dudes.
“Royals” by Lorde
Maybe I wasn’t woken up in the 
middle of the night by this song, or heard 
it endlessly at parties, but “Royals” had 
a near-constant presence throughout 
my freshman year. The main offender of 
overplaying this song was Market One. 
Now no longer in existence (R.I.P.), 
Market was famous for playing music 
exclusively from Top 40 stations. So 
every time I wanted Sbarro (read: every 
day), my ears were subjected to the 
crooning sounds of a girl younger than 
me mourning the luxuries of the rich and 
famous.
“Wake Me Up” by Avicii
Before The Chainsmokers blew all the 
pop-EDM competition out of the water, 
Avicii was the man to whom everyone 
turned to provide the next poppin’ party 
hit. “Levels” and “Hey Brother” were 
massive hits as well, but “Wake Me Up” 
was absolutely inescapable. Whenever I 
visited my friends in their Village dorms, 
this song was sure to be blasting from 
someone’s suite.
“Trap Queen” by Fetty Wap
I distinctly remember this song being 
intensely popular around the time of 
ESPN’s College GameDay, thanks to 
hearing it blast across the Quad at 6 
a.m. after I’d had a solid three hours of 
snoozing. Pair that with all of the “hey 
what’s up hello” Instagram posts that 
popped up around that time, and the 
song had a lasting impression on me. 
“We Can’t Stop” by Miley Cyrus
I remember sitting on my freshman 
dorm-room bed when Miley Cyrus’ 
a lbum “Banger z ”  dropped.  My 
roommate and I were eager to add new 
Miley songs to our “going out” playlist 
since we’d long since worn out “We Can’t 
Stop” and “Wrecking Ball,” but the rest 
of the album pretty much lacked other 
heavy beat-drop hits, and we chalked it 
up to another time Miley failed us that 
year. For reference, this was also the year 
that she performed with the infamous 
foam finger at the MTV Video Music 
Awards with Robin Thicke. 
There are a ton more songs that make 
me reminisce about the last four years, 
but they’re largely specific to me and my 
friend group. So if you feel like reliving 
the past during your upcoming campus 
crawl, maybe put together a playlist 
of all the songs that’ll make you sob.
CONTACT Emmy Freedman at 
freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.MEGAN WALKER / THE BREEZE
Memories through music
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Save up to 90% off retail prices on summer 
reading, cookbooks, gifts, and more! Plus, choose 
from a huge selection of teaching supplies and 
children’s books. 
Preview our latest arrivals on Facebook or at 
GoBookFair.com.
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P I Z Z A  B Y  T H E  S L I C E !
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Off Port Republic Rd, Next To Starbucks
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Ordering Online Available
WWW.TUTTIGUSTI.US
Free Delivery   LATE NIGHT DELIVER Y
SUN - WED TIL 2:00AM  |  THUR - SAT TIL :00AM
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
U T T I G U S T I
TUTTI GUSTI
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Hot & Cold Subs 11” Bread Made Fresh Daily.
Philly Cheese Steak Super Special 7.99
With sautéed mushrooms, onions, green peppers, 
mayo, tomato, and American cheese
Philly Cheese Steak Hoagie   7.99
With sautéed onions, plus tomato, lettuce, 
mayo, and American Cheese
Italian    7.99
Salami, ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, 
onions, mayo, and Italian dressing
Ham & Cheese    7.99
Ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, onions, 
mayo, and Italian dressing
Chicken Wing Sub  7.99 
Grilled Chicken Sub    7.99
With lettuce tomato, onions, mozzarella cheese, and mayo
Chicken Filet    7.99
Fried boneless breast of chicken with 
lettuce, tomato, onions and mayo 
Meatball Parmigiana 7.99
Meatballs with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Sausage & Peppers Sub 7.99
Italian Sausage with tomato sauce and mozzarella cheese
Chicken Parmigiana    7.99
Breaded chicken with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Eggplant Parmigiana 7.99
Breaded eggplant with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
All served with lettuce, tomato, onion & mayo
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Italian Ham, salami, provolone                 7.99
Ham & Cheese                        7.99
Chicken Wing                    7.99
Chicken BBQ 7.99
I Z T
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7
T U T I I
I I
Kid’s Menu
Chicken Tenders            6.75
Spaghetti with Tomato Sauce   6.25
Spaghetti with Meatballs or Sausage 7.25
Ravioli or Manicotti 7.25
Fountain Soft Drink  1.99
Bottle Drink 2.19
Beer & Wine available
All Desserts at 5.59
Tiramisu | Cannoli 
Chocolate Cake | Cheese Cake
Eating at Tutti Gusti is a healthy choice. All of our 
sauces are low fat and prepared fresh daily with the 
finest ingredients. We use only 100% natural cheeses and 
the freshest pasta, vegetables, and meats for our entrees, 
paninis, pizzas and more. Buon Appetito!
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*All Prices Subject To Change Without Notice*
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THROUGHOUT NORTHERN VIRGINIA
EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR SCHOOL
 TEACHERS & COLLEGE STUDENTS
Must be 18 years old and willing to work every day from
JUNE 17th-JULY 7th
For more information and online application, go to




The trees framing the mountains look the 
same. Despite the fact that they’re seen from a 
window in a brand-new building on campus, the 
view is the same as it was 22 years ago.
Olivia Driver was born in Rockingham 
Memorial Hospital. The Student Success Center 
opened in its place on JMU’s campus in the fall 
of 2014, and the Health and Behavioral Studies 
building opened in the fall of 2016. Olivia, a senior 
nursing major, has spent much of her time at 
JMU studying in close proximity to where she 
was born. 
“It’s just honestly been a blessing — I wouldn’t 
go back and change a thing,” Olivia said. “I’ve 
loved my time here, it’s been amazing to go to a 
school where I was born, and it’s just the craziest 
thing to me to look out of a window when I’m in 
class ... of the same view that [my parents] were 
looking at the day I was born. I think that’s the 
coolest thing ever.”
Chris Driver, Olivia’s father, didn’t expect Olivia 
to go into nursing but supports her completely.
“It’s what she’s always wanted to do,” Chris 
said. “We have pictures of her when she was four 
or five years old playing as a nurse, and she said 
she wanted to do it back then. Never thought it 
would evolve to it, but she has, and we’re proud 
of her.”
Olivia did her capstone clinical at RMH, and 
plans to continue working there. She currently 
works with the Postanesthesia Care Unit, but 
hopes to eventually work in the emergency room 
at RMH.
Olivia likes the idea of staying close to her roots 
in Harrisonburg because she feels that despite 
being so close to home, she’s found her own place 
because of the JMU community.
“It’s really been awesome,” Olivia said. “It’s 
great to be able to work at the hospital that I was 
born at. Even though it’s a different building than 
what I was born at, it’s still the same hospital. It’s 
just amazing to me to feel like I’ve come full circle 
from being born here and now I get to work here.”
According to Olivia, the combined experience 
of her capstone clinical with her established roots 
helps her relate to the people she works with. 
“In this area, it’s a lot of not what you know, it’s 
who you know,” Olivia said. “When people find 
out I’m from this area they’re like, ‘Oh I knew your 
great-grandfather, I know your uncle, I know your 
mom,’ and I love that. It lets me connect to them 
in a way they couldn’t connect to someone if they 
weren’t from here. It almost makes them feel safer 
with me as their nurse because they feel a better 
connection with me.”
Cricket Driver, Olivia’s mom, is originally from 
Harrisonburg. Cricket’s grandmother attended 
Madison College and her grandfather helped put 
a stone into the original hospital in which Olivia 
was born. 
While Cricket originally encouraged Olivia to 
go out of state to gain different perspectives in 
college, she feels that staying in Harrisonburg was 
the right choice.
“We are just totally indebted and grateful that 
she came to JMU, has had the experiences that 
she’s had,” Cricket said. “She’s had a lot of growing 
and we’re thrilled. As parents, we couldn’t be 
happier for the outcome.” 
Cricket and Chris hadn’t been back to see 
HBS since it was built until recently, but they 
acknowledge the changes to Harrisonburg every 
time they think of SSC. They expressed what they 
think about when they see the development of 
the buildings.  
“Where has 22 years gone, that’s what I think 
about,” Cricket said. “It’s amazing to me that 
she has two more classes or two more shifts … 
at the hospital and her capstone, and then she’s 
graduating. It’s just, where did they go? I advise 
anybody to enjoy each minute with their child 
because it goes by very quickly.”
Despite the 22 years that have passed since 
Olivia was born, the family is still very tight-knit. 
They frequently look back at the decades spent 
visiting JMU when Olivia was growing up. 
“We have a video, we watched it the other 
night, it’s a video of the day she was born,” Chris 
said. “Looking out of these front windows, looking 
down onto the street and now looking back at it 
… It’s changed, but it’s still Harrisonburg, it’s still 
JMU, it’s great.”
CONTACT Emma Korynta at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
Chris (left) clearly remembers the former hospital that is now SSC, and how much the building has changed.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF OLIVIA DRIVER
MAEVE REISS / THE BREEZE
Sentara born
and raised
Olivia’s trading in her costume for a uniform as she approaches graduation from JMU’s nursing program.
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PROFESSOR | Hanson deems GenEd program biggest accomplishment
from page 7
biggest achievements at JMU to be the General Education program 
he helped create for the university, he also takes pride in his role 
as an adviser. 
“My biggest accomplishment has been surviving,” Hanson said 
with a laugh. “Actually it’s been my work with freshman advising 
that I’ve put most of my time and effort into.”
During his time in the mathematics department, Hanson has 
influenced a wide range of faculty and students. 
“There’s no doubt that Bob Hanson has been an excellent 
mentor for the students,” Jim Sochacki, a professor of mathematics, 
said. “I mean the students just love him. He’s been involved in 
freshman orientation, funds drives to raise money for the students 
going to college — he’s involved in a lot and he’s good in the 
classroom. He’s a dedicated lecturer and he takes his job seriously.”
Brenda Wilkinson, an administrative assistant for the math 
department, has been working alongside Hanson for 25 years. 
“In all these years, if I had a question if the department head 
wasn’t in, he’s who I would go to first and sometimes even if the 
department head was here, I’d still go to him first,” Wilkinson 
said. “I’ve always worked very close with him, matter of fact, he’s 
actually on speed dial on my phone and he has been for a long, 
long time.”
Hanson says his last couple of weeks here feel close to something 
like “senioritis,” but he already has plans for the next big part of 
his life. 
“I am going to go home to Staunton and begin straightening 
up my home,” Hanson said. “I’m going to start working on things 
that I’ve put off to work at JMU. That’s my first step, but who knows 
what I’ll do after that.”
Hanson dedicated a tremendous amount of time to the 
university, and now must figure out how to turn that hard work 
and focus on himself, something he has a hard time doing, since 
he’s put his students first throughout his career. 
“I think he’ll be missed, but on the other hand, I think he 
probably needs to take time to think about himself,” Sochacki said. 
“He’s done so much for JMU and the community that I think it’s a 
good idea for him to think about himself and reflect on his career 
and enjoy his golden years.”
Hanson graciously denied any type of celebration for his 
retirement. He enjoyed his half-century here at JMU, but wanted to 
leave subtly and not receive praise for his dedication to his career. 
After much convincing, he eventually caved and agreed to a small 
reception, under one condition — absolutely no gifts.
“He’s extremely humble and didn’t want any sort of recognition,” 
Wilkinson said. “But if anyone deserves it, he’s certainly the one.”
CONTACT Natalie Lavery and Joanna 
McNeilly at breezearts@gmail.com.
“He’s done so much for JMU and the 
community that I think it’s a good idea for 
him to think about himself and reflect on 
his career and enjoy his golden years.”
Jim Sochacki
Professor in the mathematics department
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We are honored 





ue to follow your 
truth and watch 
the world unfold 
before you. We 
love you and are so proud!
Mom, Dad, Jessica, G-Ma and PopPop
BRIANA RAE ELLISONEMILY B. WASSON
You have become 
a strong, confi-
dent woman lead-
ing and inspiring 
those around you 
to make the world 
a better place. 
We’re so proud of 
you!
Love,
Dad, Mom, Adam, Melissa, Eric, Victoria, 
Grandma B. & Grandma W.
“For with God nothing 
shall be impossible.” 
(Luke 1:37) 
We are so very proud of 
YOU. Congratulations 
JMU Alumni 2017. 
We Love You.
Mama and Grandmama, 




TO THE JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY 
CLASS OF 2017
Congratulations! 
We’re all so 
proud of you.
Love,
Mom, Dad and Sissy
TALEIA
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We not only celebrate your graduation but 
your incredible efforts to seek an education 
beyond classrooms and curriculum. You’ve 
become a bold, beautiful and compassionate 
citizen of the world. We love you!
Grandma Marni, Grandpa Lonnie 
and Your Ellison Family
BRIANA RAE ELLISON
Congrats to our outgoing 














What joy you’ve brought to our family over 
the years! We’re so proud of the man you’ve 
become and all your many accomplishments.  
We love you and can’t wait to celebrate your 
graduation (Cheeseburger!).
Mom, Dad, Meme, Papa, Jenni, 
Melissa, Brad, Emma, Lela and Riley
MATTHEW ROHLF
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PHOTOS OF THE YEAR
ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE
The Milk Carton Kids played to a full house at the Forbes Center for the Performing Arts.
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE
Graduating seniors Khalid Abdullah (left) and Gage Steele celebrate following JMU football’s national championship victory.
JAMES ALLEN / THE BREEZE
Deanna Reed, a Harrisonburg native, became the mayor in January.
CASSIDY HARVEY / THE BREEZE
Ice cream and crêpe shop J-Petal opened this spring.
LOREN PROBISH / THE BREEZE
Peace, Love and Little Donuts opened on Devon Lane in February. The doughnut shop offers a variety of flavors to try.
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE
Vice President Mike Pence visited Rockingham County Fairgrounds on his campaign trail.
breezejmu.org Monday, May 1, 2017  21
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE
Junior pitcher Megan Good set the record for most wins in JMU softball history during the 2017 season.
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE
In November, SWAT teams responded to an incident at 1173 Devon Lane that prompted a six-hour standoff.
ABBEY BLOUCH / THE BREEZE
JMU partnered with Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance for the 10th year of the Red Flag Campaign. Its focus is on bystander intervention for sexual violence, dating violence and stalking.
LAURA VANDEMARK / THE BREEZE
Mayor Deanna Reed cut the red ribbon at the Krispy Kreme opening as many braved the cold temperatures.
JAMES ALLEN / THE BREEZE
The Gus Bus accepted the 2016 National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award from the White House.




Visit alumni.jmu.edu/networkingmonth for more info.
Facebook.com/JMUAlumni
@JMUAlumni
keyword: JMU Alumni 
Association
Get Social!













































































































































































Kathryn Van de Houten
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all utilities included! AVOID THE HILLS AND WALK TO CLASS
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Enjoy Life at the Top with our conveniently located 
premier student housing! 865 East offers tenants the 
means to escape the stress of student life through 
amenities such as our Rooftop Lounge, Game Room, 
Fitness Center, and much more! 
Live Life at the Top!
865 East Port Republic Road          (540) 442-8885
  Stop by today for a tour or give us a call for rates!
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1880 PORT REPUBLIC ROAD
HARRISONBURG, VA 22801
(NEAR SENTARA RMH HOSPITAL)





we hope you had fun!
JMU GRADS,
